
SAFE, RESPECTFUL LEARNERS 

Thursday 7th May, 2020 

CongratulaƟons to Ms Stokes on her appointment as the Principal of Congewai Public School.  
 

As a school community we want to say a huge THANK YOU for all that you have done for each and every one 

of us over the past 6 years. While you have been a part of our school community you have made such a 

difference to so many lives, both to our liƩle people and their extended families. You have created lasƟng 

memories and you have ensured students have reached their learning goals while embedding programs that 

will conƟnue to make a difference to Abermain students now and into the future! We are incredibly sad to 

see you go but know that you are off on another wonderful adventure!  
 

Ms Stokes received her appointment on the very last day of Term 1 and was asked to commence at the 

school on day 1 of Term 2 and as such was unable to say her goodbyes in person. She has asked that we share 

this leƩer below.... 

 

Dear families, 
 

It is with very mixed emotions that I let you know I 

won't be returning to Abermain Public School for 

Term 2. I will be leaving to take up the position of 

Principal at Congewai Public School. Though I am 

very excited to undertake my new role, I will miss 

my Abermain families terribly. I will, of course, take 

with me, so many happy memories of the wonderful 

students I have had the privilege to work with     

during my time at Abermain. I will be forever    

grateful for the support and kindness shown to me by 

the  families at the school.   

I have taught in a number of settings throughout my career and Abermain always 

strikes me as being something very special; so much more than just a school! It has 

real heart and soul and I feel so very fortunate to have been part of this. I am    

hoping to stay connected to the school and look forward to hearing about the 

achievements and progress of "my babies". 

There are no words to thank all of the families and staff at Abermain Public School 

enough for their support - please know that you will all be in my heart forever. 
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Thank you for your ongoing commitment to supporƟng our students with their "learning at home" 
units of work this past week!  
 
We are so proud of our school community and thankful to staff who have conƟnued to ensure that 
students and their families have had access to themselves for guidance and support. We are in this 
together and will conƟnue to be available as we move through the next steps of the DoE phased 
plan.  
 
As outlined in last week's email we will move into PHASE 1 of the DoE Managed Return to School 
Plan as of next Monday 11th May, 2020.  
 
We hope that the following points will help:  
 
 families have been allocated 2 days each week on which they can choose to send all siblings to 

school to engage with each of their Classroom teachers (please check your email for days      
allocated) 

 families are encouraged to keep child/children at home for the rest of the week wherever   
possible while conƟnuing to engage with the unit of work provided 

 classroom teachers will have reduced numbers in the classroom space as a result of day       
allocaƟons 

 students will engage with the same unit of work both at school and at home  
 the same processes that have been put in place by classroom teachers in week 1/2 will stay in 

place throughout the phased plan 
 students in Years 3, 4, 5, and 6 will bring their school based iPAD backwards and forwards in 

their schoolbag 
 Year K‐2 students will bring their paper based unit of work with them  
 talk to your children about the fact that their school day experience will look different for 

them as not all students in their class will be present at school on that day  
 during these phases it remains the family's decision as to when and if students access the    

onsite face to face sessions  
 
Just a reminder that as we move to see more students on the school site next week we need to   
conƟnue to ensure that social distancing and hygiene pracƟces in place at the end of Term 1        
conƟnue to be adhered to. 
 

ConƟnued next page 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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In order to protect the health and wellbeing of students, staff and their families the following will be 
in place;  
 

 drop and go at gates in the morning if possible/pracƟce social distancing for aŌernoon pick up,  
remaining 1.5m from gate exits and those around you.  Please note that there will be NO     
parent pick‐up inside school grounds 

 phone the school if you wish to aƩend site in school hours (49 304210)  
 water boƩles are encouraged as no access to bubblers 
 canteen is to remain closed  
 playground equipment is to remain closed  
 handwashing protocols will conƟnue in classrooms (washing at least 5 Ɵmes per day)   
 
We have been directed that any student or staff member who presents with flu like symptoms will 
be asked to go home/stay home while seeking medical advice from their treaƟng health pracƟƟoner. 
 
Any idenƟfied cases of COVID‐19 will conƟnue to be managed in line with heath advice, including 
temporary school closures where necessary.  
 
CongratulaƟons to Ms Stokes and thank you for all that you have done for our school community, 
we wish you all the best for your new adventure and know that they are extremely lucky to have 
gained such an incredible educator into their school community!  
 
Wishing all our Mums a wonderful Mother's Day on Sunday. 
 
Ian Lamph & Debbie Bower 
Principals 

 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 

MANAGED RETURN TO SCHOOL PLAN 
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YEAR 5 OPPORTUNITY CLASS ENTRIES 
In response to the social distancing measures currently in place to help slow the spread of 
COVID‐19, the Department has advised the placement process for students in Year 5 for   
Opportunity Class entry in 2021, including the Opportunity Placement Test, will be delayed 
unƟl later in the year. As a result, applicaƟons will not open on 28 April, 2020 as previously 
advised. Revised dates for applicaƟons, tests and process changes will be announced as 
soon as they are confirmed. Please conƟnue to monitor the department's website to remain 
up to date with informaƟon relaƟng to opportunity classes via: 

hƩps://educaƟon.nsw.gov.au/public‐schools/selecƟve‐high‐schoolsand‐opportunity‐
classes/year‐5  

CESSNOCK AECG 
MEETING  

POSTPONED 
 

Due to Covid-19            
restrictions and not yet 

being re-established, the 
Cessnock AECG meeting 
scheduled for next week 

has been postponed.  

Please share with those 
that you know that may 

have been attending. 

KURRI KURRI 
YEAR 7 2021      

TRANSITION DAYS 

Due to Covid‐19  
restricƟons Term 2         

TransiƟon days have been 
cancelled.   

InformaƟon regarding      
rescheduling of days will 
be provided in Term 3. 
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