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A very big welcome to our 2020 Kindergarten students who have all had a           

wonderful start to school.   

2020 HOUSE LEADERS 

LAWSON  ‐  Bethany and Jackson HUNTER  ‐  Mya and Travis 

EDGEWORTH  ‐  Hayley and Krystal SHORTLAND ‐  Emily and Mia 
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We would like to welcome everyone back to another exciƟng year at Abermain Public School.  

We hope you have had an enjoyable holiday and are ready for and looking forward to Term One. 

We welcome a number of new staff to our wonderful school including Mrs Thomsen, Miss Prior and Mrs 

Ford! 

We also acknowledge and thank Mrs King for her service to our school community as she celebrates her 

20th year at Abermain Public School.  Thank you Mrs King!     

2020 Class Teachers  

EARLY STAGE ONE:    KT ‐ Miss TroƩer        KF ‐ Mrs Ford 

STAGE ONE:      1/2R ‐ Miss Rowsell         1/2T ‐ Mrs Thomsen     

          1/2W ‐ Mrs Wright 

STAGE TWO:      3/4P ‐ Miss Prior        3/4S ‐ Mrs Symonds    

          3/4E ‐ Mrs Percy and Mr Checkley 

STAGE THREE:     5/6G ‐ Miss Gyler         5/6MB ‐ Mrs McGee and Mrs BriƩon  

          5/6B ‐ Mr Bridge 

 

Teaching  staff who  are  providing  in  class  support  include Mrs  Bailey, Mrs  Robinson, Mrs McLennan,        

Mr Power, Mrs Hourigan and Mr Checkley. 

If you need to contact class teachers please contact the school and make an appointment to ensure the 

teacher can set  aside Ɵme to meet with you as they need to be ready for their classes in the morning and 

may have training sessions in the aŌernoon that they need to aƩend.  

Our ExecuƟve team consists of ourselves and Mrs Roberson, Mrs Gibbs, Mr Power and Ms Stokes.  Please 

do not hesitate to speak to us if needed.  

2020 SCHOOL Bell mes  

School Bell Ɵmes throughout the day have been slightly altered this year. 

StarƟng Ɵme:  9:10am Move to class lines          9:15am Ready for class (No change) 

Lunch:    11:15am ‐11:30 am (EaƟng Ɵme)      11:30am ‐11:55am (Playground / acƟvity groups)  

Recess:    1:50pm  ‐2:00pm (EaƟng Ɵme)       2:00pm ‐2:25pm (Playground / acƟvity groups) 

End of school:  3.10pm   Move to COLA                   3:15pm End of day bell (No change) 

 
 
con nued next page 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT 
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P&C 

Our P&C meeƟng  is on Monday 10th February, 2020 at 5pm  in the meeƟng room. All parents/carers 

are welcome and encouraged to aƩend. 

We use these meeƟngs to share and outline informaƟon that will assist the school community in being 

up to date with current school organisaƟon. During general business, aƩendees at the meeƟng are able 

to put forward ideas for discussion and seek clarificaƟon on aspects of school in order to deepen their  

understanding. 

Monday’s meeƟng will commence with the Annual General MeeƟng (AGM) to elect the new execuƟve 

and addiƟonal posiƟons such as the canteen supervisor and fundraising coordinator / team. 

Other items that we hope to discuss and table include; establishment of dates for fundraising, charity 

awareness  days  and  special  events  dates,  swimming  carnival,  PBL,  AnƟ‐bullying  Plan,  Discipline         

Procedures, School Community Charter, Music Bus and any other general business items.  

 We are looking forward to a year of fun and learning! 

Ian Lamph and Debbie Bower 
Principals 

PRINCIPAL’S REPORT continued 
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THANK YOU MRS KING FOR THE 
LAST 20 YEARS 

An interview with Mrs King by the 2020 School Leaders 

 

What are some memorable moments from your time at Abermain? 

Talent shows, school Centenary celebration and the Year 6 farewells. 

When and how did you start the talent show? 

18 years ago I helped Miss Craig and then took over. 

What has changed the most in the last 20 years? 

Student numbers have grown a lot and there have been lots of new staff members. 

How did you start at Abermain Public School? 

The Principal called me and asked me to support in a Kindergarten class to help a little girl. 

Are there any teachers that are still here from when you started? 

No, Mrs Sheldon was until recently. 

What does Abermain Public School mean to you? 

Abermain Public School is a big part of my family. 
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Our annual Swimming Carnival will be held for students in Years 3‐6, 

as well as any student turning 8 this year in Year 2. Only compeƟtors 

are to aƩend. In order to compete at our swimming carnival, a student 

must be able to swim at least 25 metres competently.  Please note 

that in    order to qualify for Zone swimming, a student must be able to 

swim 50 metres competently.  

 Students not a ending the carnival are expected to a end 

school for a normal day. 

 

STAGE 3 ENJOYING 
‘IMAGINATURALISTS’ 
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ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 
In  general,  schools  do  not  administer  medicaƟon  to  any  student  which  has  not  been          

specifically  requested  by  a medical  pracƟƟoner  for  a  specific  condiƟon.   When  a  student        

requires prescribed medicaƟon to be administered during the school day, parents/carers are 

responsible for: 

*    CompleƟng a “Request  for Support at School of a Student’s Health CondiƟon”  form  for 

  daily medicaƟon, or an “IntermiƩent or Emergency MedicaƟon” form. Both these forms 

  are available  from  the school office and must be  returned  to  the school office prior  to 

  commencement of medicaƟon administraƟon. 

*     Ensuring informaƟon is updated if it changes 

*    Supplying the medicaƟon for administraƟon in a Ɵmely way and in its original container 

  or Webster pack with the students prescribed dose aƩached.  

Please note:  For the safety of all students, medicaƟon must be supplied to the school office 

in person by a responsible adult. Students are not to carry medicaƟons to or from the 

school. 

 In  some  cases  medical  pracƟƟoners  may  request  students  to  take  “over  the  counter”         

medicaƟon that does not require a prescripƟon. NSW Health advises that this does not mean 

that  the  medicaƟon  is  not  potenƟally  harmful  and  that  schools  should  follow  the  same       

procedures for such medicaƟons as for “prescribed medicaƟons”. 

PARENT PICK UP POINT 
A reminder to all parents/carers to wait on the DOTS area to pick 

their children up from the “Parent Pick Up Point” at the end of the 

school day. We ask parents/carers to please not wait outside       

classrooms and to only come through the front office entry if you are 

signing your child out early. 
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Student	Use	of	Digital	Devices	and	Online	Services	

 

 

A  new  policy  governing  student  use  of  digital  devices  and  online  services  has  been  released  for        
implementaƟon  in NSW  public  schools  from  the  start  of  Term  1  2020.  The  policy  is  available  at 
hƩps://educaƟon.nsw.gov.au/policy‐library. 

The  new  policy  includes  the  digital  device  restricƟon  for  primary  schools  announced  by  the NSW   
Government in December 2018. From the start of Term 1 2020: 

 primary  schools will  restrict  the use of digital devices,  including mobile phones during  school 
hours. Primary‐aged  students will not be allowed  to use digital  technology during  class  Ɵme,   
recess  and  lunch  unless  for  an  educaƟonal  purpose  or where  a  student  needs  it  for  other       
reasons, such as an adjustment for disability. 

Admin,  Teachers,  ExecuƟve,  Principals,  Preschool,  K‐6,  7‐12,  Metropolitan  North,  Rural  North,           
Regional North, Metropolitan South, Rural South and West, Regional South . 

 

 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION CORONAVIRUS ADVICE 
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STUDENT ABSENCES 
SMS texts will be sent to parents/carers between 9.45am and 10.00am each day to   

inform that an absence has been recorded for their child.  Parents/carers can explain 

absence either by replying to the SMS text, in person, by phone, school email or a 

le er to the class teacher.  ALL absences must be explained within seven (7)  school 

days. 

If you are having a endance issues with your child, please contact the school so we 

can work together to improve their a endance at school. 
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TERM 1, 2020 ASSEMBLY DATES 
 

Stage 2 and 3 (Years 3  -  6) - Monday 16th March, 2020, 2.30pm 
 
 

Early Stage 1 and Stage 1 (Year K  -  2) - Monday 23rd March, 2020, 2.30pm 
 

Important	information	for	parents	and	students	
	

The Department recognises that family breakdowns take place. Unless there is       
formal notice otherwise, it is assumed that both parents have shared and equal   
parental responsibility for their children and both parents have been involved in    
decisions regarding their children’s education. This also means the school           
recognises that each parent has equal duties, obligations, responsibilities and     
opportunities relating to matters involving the school. 

If changes occur in your family relationship which might impact on the            
relationship between the school and your family, you should advise the school  
immediately. This includes providing copies of any relevant court orders. 

PARKING REMINDER 
Community members have asked us to remind our families of the need to respect 

their driveways and nature strips and not park there while picking up or dropping 

off their child/ren. 

There is a real concern for the safety of the children. 
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   BUSHFIRE PROCEDURES 
With both Term 4 and Term 1 considered to be during our Bush Fire period, we 
would like to communicate with parents/carers the bush fire procedures we have in 
place here at school. 

During these terms staff will be regularly monitoring the NSW RFS sites for any    
local fire activity and if required, staff will also be consulting with Emergency      
Services. Regular updates will be communicated with parents/carers via direct SMS 
and our school Facebook page. Students diagnosed with asthma will be kept indoors 
and closely monitored.  

All our school gates are now numbered and signs are displayed on each gate. 

In the event of a directed evacuation: 

If our school has received advice to evacuate, all parents/carers will be notified      
immediately by SMS and Facebook. This message will include: 

 

 Request for parents/carers to organise for their child to be picked up from 
their classroom immediately. If parents/carers cannot arrange for their child 
to be picked up from school they will be asked to contact the school           
immediately so that students can be taken by staff to the designated refuge. 

 The specific school gates (which will be identified by their numbers) that will 
be open to enter the school grounds to access classrooms quickly.   

 Advice on the refuge students and staff will be evacuating to. This will either 
be McDonalds in Cessnock, or McDonalds at Kurri Kurri, depending on 
where the fire activity is. 

 Any road closures or traffic restrictions as per updated information on 
www.lifetraffic.com.au. 

 

 

To assist with these procedures, could you please ensure your contact details and 
your child’s health records are kept up to date. 

  



VOLUNTEERS 
If  you would  like  to  volunteer  at our  school during 

2020 please ensure  you have been  to  the office  to 

complete a 2020 Volunteer Policy Agreement and an 

Appendix  5  or  Appendix  11.    Both  of  these  forms 

need to be completed before commencing volunteer 

work at Abermain Public School. 

  SCHOOL WEBSITE 
http://www.abermain-schools.nsw.edu.au 

SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE 
Abermain Public School 

NOTES WILL NOT BE REPRINTED AT SCHOOL.  COPIES OF NOTES CAN BE 
OBTAINED ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE. 

A REMINDER THAT 
THERE IS TO BE NO 
SMOKING WITHIN 30 

METRES OF OUR 
SCHOOL.  

THIS INCLUDES   
VAPING AND E     
CIGARETTES  
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NSW PUBLIC SCHOOL 
FINDER TOOL 

Please  find  below  a  link  where  parents/carers 

can  find  informaƟon  regarding  their  in‐zone 

school. 

hƩps://educaƟon.nsw.gov.au/school‐finder 
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 Monday 10th February, 2020  P&C AGM, 5.00pm 

 

 Tuesday 11th February, 2020  Annual Swimming Carnival 
        Kindergarten Speech Screening 
 

 Friday 14th February, 2020   Stage 2 (Years 3 & 4) Taronga Zoo excursion 

 

 Friday 21st February, 2020   Stage 1 (Years 1 & 2) Taronga Zoo excursion 

 

 Tuesday 25th February, 2020  Kindergarten STEPS Vision Screening 

 

 Friday 28th February, 2020   Beauty & The Beast Musical audiƟon sign up closes  
        Last day of Kindergarten starƟng and finishing early 
 

 Monday 2nd March, 2020   School Photos 
        Kindergarten students start and finish at normal Ɵme 
 

 Monday 9th March, 2020   P&C MeeƟng, 5.00pm 

 

 Thursday 12th March, 2020   Beauty & The Beast Musical audiƟons 

 

 Monday 16th March, 2020   Stage 2 & Stage 3 (Years 3  ‐ 6) Assembly, 2.30pm 

 

 Monday 23rd March, 2020   Early Stage 1 &  Stage 1 (Years K  ‐ 2) Assembly, 2.30pm 
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KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS WILL START AT 9.15AM AND 
FINISH AT 2.30PM UNTIL FRIDAY 28TH FEBRUARY, 2020. 
Parents/carers are asked to wait until 2.30pm before entering the 

school grounds to pick up their child from the classroom.  If       
parents/carers would like to pick up their child earlier they will 

need to sign them out at the school office. 
 


