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2019

SAFE, RESPECTFUL
LEARNERS

IMAGINATURALIST
Last week Stage 2 and 3 designed and constructed their own birds’ nests. It was a challenging
ac vity which required teamwork and crea vity. Students used natural materials from around our
school and local area to build some wonderful nests. They placed marble ‘eggs’ in the centre, and
will observe the nests over the next week to test their durability.
Each group had to problem solve ways to make their nests stay together, and they came up with
some innova ve ideas. Students have a new apprecia on for the clever engineering skills of birds!
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CROSS COUNTRY
Congratula ons to all students from K‐6 who ran at our recent School Cross Country Carnival.
Well done to Lawson House who accumulated the most 'par cipa on' points and great eﬀort by
Edgeworth House who took out the overall point score.
All students who have qualified to par cipate at the Cessnock Zone Cross Country on Friday 3rd May,
2019 have received their permission note and paperwork. This informa on should be completed and
returned to the school oﬃce.

PSSA ZONE AND REGIONAL TRIALS
Over the last few weeks students from our school have a ended Regional trials for various sports.
Congratula ons to:
11 Years Boys Regional Rugby League Trials ‐ Jackson, Traie
Boys Regional Soccer Trials ‐ Mitchell Brown (well done on making the Possible and Probables
selec on)
This week these students will be a ending further trials and we wish them good luck:
Girls Zone Touch Trials ‐ Leshae and Sienna
Regional Girls Soccer ‐ Leshae and Sienna
Zone Boys Touch Trials ‐ Mitchell, Zealan, Jackson and Traie

SPORTING SCHOOLS
In Term 2 students from K‐6 will have the opportunity to par cipate in a program with a focus on
gymnas cs and athle c skills. This promises to be lots of fun for students building on skills generated
this year. ‘Spor ng Schools’ will also be involved in our Athle cs Carnival (Thursday 23rd May, 2019)
providing some exci ng equipment for K‐2 students to use during their tabloid session.
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5 Year = Nyah‐Marie and Isaac
6 Year = Ainslee and Harley
7 Year = Saige and Taite
8/9 Year = Iyla and Jhe
10 Year = Jorja and Angus
11 Year = Leshae and Jackson
12/13 Year = Amarli and Mitchell
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Congratula ons to Mrs Marquet for her wonderful work in the oﬃce. This
week Mr Lamph had the privilege of presen ng Mrs Marquet with a
Regional Execu ve Directors School Performance Award for her
“Significant Contribu on to Public Schools while reflec ng the core values
of the NSW Department of Educa on’s Strategic Plan for 2018‐2022.” at
Rutherford Technology High School. Mrs Marquet plays a significant role
in our school in her prepara on of the school newsle er and assistance
with the implementa on of our new finance and wellbeing systems. She
brings beau ful big smiles to all the students that she a ends to. Thanks
Mrs Marquet for being such a wonderful person in our school and
community.
This week teachers started Term 1 Progress Report Catch‐ups with parents and carers. If you have not
yet arranged to meet with your child’s teacher could you please contact the oﬃce or your class teacher
to arrange an appointment to discuss your child’s progress and future. This is a great opportunity to pass
on further informa on about your child.
During Weeks 10 and 11 students will be learning about our NEW exit procedures for the conclusion of
the school day. We would like to remind all parents/carers that the teachers will be opening the gates at
3:15pm as they walk the children to the exit beginning Monday, Week 11. If you need to collect your
child prior to this me you will need to come to the front oﬃce and sign your child out. The oﬃce gate
will be open at all mes during the day.
EASTER FESTIVITIES
LUNCH will be between 11:00am ‐ 11:55am
Parents/Carers are invited to have lunch with their children. The school canteen will not be available,
however the P&C will be manning a BBQ with sausage sandwiches and drinks available for purchase on
the day.
EASTER HAT PARADE will start at 12 noon
All students will be involved. Students will make their hats at school during the week. Your child's
teacher will send home a note with sugges ons about what is needed to make the hat.
MONSTER EASTER RAFFLE
Easter raﬄe will be drawn following the hat parade. Kindergarten parents/carers are asked to assist the
P&C with the wrapping of raﬄe prizes and selling ckets on the day.
TERM 2 SDD
Term 2 starts with a Staﬀ Development Day (SDD) on Monday 29th April, 2019. Students will commence
school in Term 2 on Tuesday 30th April, 2019. We hope everyone has a safe and enjoyable Easter
Holiday.
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PRINCIPAL’S REPORT cont.
ANZAC DAY MARCHES.‐ Thursday 25th April, 2019
This year’s Abermain ANZAC March will depart from the Abermain Plaza Hall at 8:15am. Students
wishing to a end the service should be in full school uniform and meet Mrs Sheldon and Mrs King at
8:00am at the Abermain Plaza Hall.
Please check with the teachers when collec ng your child at the comple on of the local service.
Our students have also been invited to march in the Cessnock ANZAC Parade as part of the Cessnock
Community of Great Public Schools (CCGPS) at 11:15am. Students wishing to march in this parade
should meet Mrs Gibbs and Mrs King between the Civic Centre and Peden’s Hotel at 11:00am. Students
will march to the cenotaph and a end the Cessnock ANZAC service. All parents/carers should check with
the teachers at the conclusion of the service to collect their children.
P&C MEETING
A reminder that our next P&C mee ng will be held on Monday 8th April, 2019 at 5pm in the school
library. We will be happy to discuss any feedback around the end of day gate procedures. Remember
that during General Business you have an opportunity to open discussion about topics that you wish to
seek clarifica on. Everyone is welcome to a end.
Ian Lamph and Debbie Bower
Principals

NAPLAN Online Update ‐ Years 3 and 5 only
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy – important skills that each child needs to succeed in school
and life. The NAPLAN tests are designed to help us make sure students are on track with their literacy
and numeracy development. Students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 par cipate in NAPLAN tests for reading,
wri ng, conven ons of language (spelling, grammar and punctua on) and numeracy.
Between Tuesday 14th May Friday 17th May, 2019, our school will par cipate in NAPLAN Online.
Students do not need to be computer experts to take the NAPLAN test online. Making sure students
have computer skills is part of our school curriculum, and our teachers will ensure your child is familiar
with the online format. To see the types of ques ons and interac ve features of NAPLAN Online, visit
the public demonstra on site.
If you have any ques ons about NAPLAN Online, please contact your child’s teacher.
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WHAT’S ON IN PBL
Over the next week the PBL Team will be busy refining a new a ernoon procedure a er concerns
about student safety were raised at a recent P&C Mee ng. Over the next two weeks students will
par cipate in PBL lessons dedicated to learning the new procedures.
Please keep an eye out in our school Newsle er and on Facebook to ensure you are up to date with
changes to a er school pick up procedures. New procedures will be trialled in Week 11. We welcome
your feedback, so any sugges ons you have around how we can improve our systems to increase
safety for your children would be greatly appreciated.

2019 HOUSE LEADER AND STUDENT LEADER GROUP PHOTOS ARE
AVAILABLE TO ORDER FOR $10 AT THE SCHOOL OFFICE. PHOTOS WILL
ALSO BE ON DISPLAY IN THE FOYER UNTIL MONDAY 8TH APRIL, 2019.

CONGRATULATIONS TO JAYLEN, WHO ENTERED AN ONLINE ART
COMPETITION THIS MONTH AND WAS AWARDED FIRST PRIZE.
AN INCREDIBLE ACHIEVEMENT!
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INTENTION TO APPLY FOR YEAR 5 ENTRY TO AN OPPORTUNITY CLASS IN 2020
Applica ons for Year 5 entry to an Opportunity Class in 2020 will be available online from Tuesday 30th
April, 2019 to Friday 17th May, 2019. Notes with further informa on will be sent home with all Year 4
students next week. For detailed instruc ons on how to apply online please visit the applica on website
h ps://educa on.nsw.gov.au/public‐schools/selec ve‐high‐schools‐and‐opportunity‐classes/year‐5

P&C NEWS
EASTER HAT PARADE:
Raﬄe Tickets are due back at the school by Wednesday 10th April.
There will be ckets available for purchase on the day of the Easter Hat Parade.
BBQ Prices
Sausage Sandwiches 4.00
Drinks $2.00
Help Required
Please contact P&C Secretary, Cheryl‐Ann Legga , on 0414 625 872 or the P&C via the Abermain Public
School P&C Facebook page if you can help with any of the following:
Kindergarten parents/carers that could assist in selling ckets on the day from 11am and assist
with the wrapping of raﬄe prizes on Wednesday 10th April, 2019 at 1pm in the Hall.
Anyone that could help se ng up at 9.30am for the BBQ on the day or serving from 11am.

P&C MEETING:
All are welcome on Monday 8th April, 2019 at 5pm for the P&C mee ng in the Library. Cost to join is $2.
(You can s ll come along even if you don’t join, you are just unable to vote.)
Items to be discussed so far:
Mothers Day
Feedback so far on the end of day gate procedures
If you have anything else you would like raised, please come along! If you are not able to a end you can
send a message to P&C Secretary, Cheryl‐Ann Legga , on 0414 625 872.

1ST MAY TO 25TH JUNE 2019
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CANTEEN REPORT
The report into our canteen menu has come back and
I am happy to say we have a ra ng of 87% which
means we are a very healthy canteen. Special thanks
to Renee from Healthy Kids, Ian Lamph, Shan Wade
and the other volunteers who have had an input into
this menu. So we can encourage more healthy ea ng
by our students we will be holding a “taste tes ng”
day with Years K–2 next Tuesday 9th April and Years
3‐6 on Wednesday 10th April. Students will have the
opportunity to taste the new items on the menu and
then as a class complete a survey so we can see which
items might become popular.
The new menu will not commence un l we are in our
new canteen. Updated menus will be sent home with
students once we have moved into the new canteen.
As the term comes to an end from all in the canteen,
have a great holiday and Happy Easter.
Michelle Robards
P&C Canteen Supervisor
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‘Walk a Mile Cessnock Style’ will be held Wednesday 20th November 2019. The aim of the event is to
raise awareness of domes c violence in our local community. This is a White Ribbon Awareness day.
It is envisaged that all sec ons of community will come together and walk united in response to this
pressing issue. A er the walk there will be numerous ac vi es for the community to par cipate in.

News Announcement: Term 2 Music Bus
Enrolments Now Open + Free Trial Lessons
The Music Bus are now taking new student
enrolments for Term 2! The program is open for
all students from Kindergarten to Year 6. The
Music Bus have limited availability in Singing,
Keyboard, Guitar, Drums and Ukulele lessons so
it is advised to enrol asap.
From now un l the end of term, The Music Bus
are giving all new students 1 Free Trial Lesson
in an instrument of choice so be sure to take
this opportunity to try out the service if you
haven’t already.
Keep in mind The Music Bus is now a registered
Crea ve Kids provider, a government ini a ve
where every family in NSW with school aged
children is eligible for a $100 voucher towards
lessons in 2019. This is the perfect opportunity
to enrol and save almost an en re term’s worth
of fees. To download your voucher, simply visit
www.service.nsw.gov.au/transac on/apply‐
crea ve‐kids‐voucher then call 1300 168 742
or email crea vekids@themusicbus.com.au to
enrol.
If you’re interested in your child having music
lessons through The Music Bus or to book a
Free trial lesson, check out their website at
www.themusicbus.com.au or call 1300 168 742.
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VOLUNTEERS

A REMINDER

If you would like to volunteer at our school
during 2019 please ensure you have been to
the oﬃce to complete a 2019 Volunteer
Policy Agreement and an Appendix 5 or
Appendix 11. Both of these forms need to
be completed before commencing volunteer
work at Abermain Public School.

THAT THERE IS
TO BE NO
SMOKING
WITHIN 30
METRES OF
OUR SCHOOL

STUDENT ABSENCES
SMS texts will be sent between 9.45am and
10.00am each day to inform that an absence
has been recorded for their child. Parents/
carers can explain the absence either by SMS
text, in person, by phone, school email or a
le er to the class teacher. ALL absences must
be explained within seven (7) school days.
If you are having a endance issues with your
child, please contact the school so we can
work together to improve their a endance at
school.

MEDICATIONS
If your child requires non-prescribed or
intermittent medication administered at
school parents/carers must complete a
medication form which can be obtained
from the school office. This form
requires specific details of medication
and health management.
FOR THE SAFETY OF ALL CHILDREN MEDICATIONS
MUST BE HANDED TO THE OFFICE BY PARENTS/
CARERS. MEDICATIONS ARE NOT TO BE HANDED
TO THE STUDENT TO BRING TO OR FROM
SCHOOL.

EARLY LEAVERS
Parents/Carers are reminded to visit the school oﬃce if they want to sign their children out
early before the end of the school day. Oﬃce staﬀ will then contact the relevant class to
request students to come up to the oﬃce. Parents/Carers are encouraged to advise their
child's teacher or the oﬃce staﬀ at the start of the school day if they require their child to be
picked up at a par cular me so that the student can be reminded to come up to the oﬃce
at that me. To avoid delays, parents/carers are asked not to come during lunch and
recess as they will be asked to wait un l students return to class.
Please note: only parents/carers and those listed on the emergency contact list will be allowed
to collect students early. If you would like someone who is not listed as your child's emergency
contact to collect your child, please contact the school to advise the name of this person.
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Monday 8th April, 2019

P&C Mee ng ‐ 5:00pm



Friday 12th April, 2019

Easter Hat Parade
Abermain Mission Hall presenta on
Last day of Term 1



Thursday 25th April, 2019

ANZAC Day marches



Monday 29th April, 2019

Staﬀ Development Day



Tuesday 30th April, 2019

Students return to commence Term 2
Applica ons for 2020 Opportunity available online
from today un l 17th May, 2019

O



Friday 3rd May, 2019

Zone Cross Country

R



Tuesday 14th May, 2019

NAPLAN Online ‐ Years 3 and 5 students



Wednesday 15th May, 2019

NAPLAN Online ‐ Years 3 and 5 students



Thursday 16th May, 2019

NAPLAN Online ‐ Years 3 and 5 students



Friday 17th May, 2019

NAPLAN Online ‐ Years 3 and 5 students



Thursday 23rd May, 2019

Athle cs Carnival
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DUE TO THE RENOVATIONS TO OUR HALL THERE WILL BE NO
ASSEMBLIES HELD DURING TERM 2.
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SCHOOL WEBSITE
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http://www.abermain-schools.nsw.edu.au
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SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE
Abermain Public School
NOTES WILL NOT BE REPRINTED AT SCHOOL. COPIES OF NOTES
CAN BE OBTAINED ON OUR SCHOOL WEBSITE.
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ADVERTISING

