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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS
As we close in on the end of Term 2, I would like to reflect on the wonderful things that highlight this term:
Year 3 and Year 5 students completed NAPLAN online for the first time, Sports in Schools supported all
students with active movements, Year 6 transitions to high school started, ‘Just Like You’ shared ideas
around disabilities, Public Speaking Finals were delivered, Children’s University had a visit from Hunter
Water and attended the Newcastle University, Cultural dances presented at STEM Conference, Red Nose
Day, Mother’s Day, Soccer, Touch Football and Netball teams competed, Cross Country and Athletics
Carnivals, Musical Rehearsals commenced, P&C started planning for the Christmas Carols and fireworks,
Year 1 students planted trees, NAIDOC Week celebrations, along with all these events, staff have kept the
classrooms moving with many and varied activities to engage all the students in their learning.
Thank you to everyone who has helped out making this a successful term.
During Term 3, Mrs Bower will be the Relieving Principal as I will be on leave.
As we move towards the end of Semester 1, we are currently resetting staffing for Semester 2 as we have
a number of staff who have been on Maternity Leave and are now returning.
Mrs Percy will be returning to share the class with Mrs Hedley and is excited about having many of her
2018 students again, she will work Thursday and Friday. We thank Mrs Britton for stepping in for Mrs
Percy as she had time with her new family addition and for the professionalism and dedication that she
has brought to our team over the past Semester. We are hoping to still have Mrs Britton visit and work
with our children across the Semester that follows. Thank you again, Mrs Britton!
Mrs Mackay will also be returning from Maternity Leave, one day a week, being Wednesday. She will
support across Stage 1 for Semester 2.
We also welcome back Mrs McGee on a Thursday and Friday as she will be supporting in Stage 2 and Stage
3.
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PRINCIPAL’S NEWS cont’d
Ms Stokes has increased her time in our school as an Instructional Leader in the Early Stage 1 / Stage 1
space so her timetable has been shifted to address this time. Mrs Anita Roberson will now work
alongside Mrs Gibbs.
Last month Michelle Robards and Shannon Wade attended a Canteen Supervisor Meeting to be
introduced to the new regulations for our canteen that will commence in 2019. Currently our school is
operating with 73% of our school items acceptable by the Health Department. In 2019 the requirement
for school canteens in NSW will be 75%. Congratulations to our canteen helpers who are so close to the
goal already. There will be a few changes made in 2019 to accommodate the required healthy bench
mark. Changes will include introducing the new fish burgers, removing chicken wedges, chocolate
muffins, finger buns, lemonade and cola ice monies, as well as chicken and pizza JJ’s. These few small
changes will see our canteen address the healthy canteen requirements. If you have any concerns can
you please contact the P&C.
Our 2018 Anti-bullying Plan has been up loaded to the school website under “new policies.” This plan is
driven through our PBL strategies that are implemented throughout the year. I encourage all students to
build safe and respectful relationships with their peers. If for any reason they feel uncomfortable, worried
or frightened they should talk to an adult who will help them.
Next term you will notice that our permission notes have changed their format. The purpose for the
change is to make the permission notes easier for parents/carers to read and complete, as well as assist
staff with organisation of events. It is vital that all permission notes (and payments, if applicable) are
returned to the school by the due date to confirm student numbers. Payments are to be returned with
your child’s permission note in a clearly marked envelope. Copies of permission notes are available on
the school APP and school website.
Finally I wish everyone a safe and relaxing holiday and I look forward to seeing you in Term 4.

Ian Lamph
Principal
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Children’s University visit to the University of Newcastle
On Tuesday 3rd July, 2018 students from Abermain who are
involved in the Children’s University Program had a wonderful
day visiting the University of Newcastle with their family
members. We were invited to attend and participate in a variety
of activities that taught us about some of the different things
that you can learn about at University.
Our first session was in the Psychology building where one of the
lecturers was teaching us about how our brains process what we
see in different ways. We looked at different pictures and tried
to complete a task that showed us how sometimes our brains
can trick us!
Our next session was with some guys from ‘Toonworld’. They
taught us about drawing simple cartoons and how a pencil can
be seen as a sword of destiny. A few students were involved in
assisting in creating a simple stop motion film using the free app
‘Stop Motion Studio.’ This was a lot of fun.
During our lunch break someone from the Science department
taught us about solids, liquids, and gases by demonstrating some
different experiments, including some explosions. This was very
engaging and entertaining!
Next we continued on to the Architecture building where
students were given a small building challenge and asked a lot of
questions about what it takes to be an Architect and learned
how Architects work with Engineers. We also were able to view
a variety of models made by architecture students – these were
really cool!
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Children’s University visit to the University of Newcastle cont’d
Our last stop for the day was The Forum, which is the
University’s gym. Students competed an obstacle course in
pairs, timing each other to take on the different challenges.
Even Miss Schroder had a go! This was a fun way to finish
the day.
Between each activity we had to walk a long way to the next
activity because the University is so huge. We learned that
there are lots of ways to get into courses at University at
different ages, and that there are so many cool things to
learn about there once we have finished school. Lots of
students were excited to talk about when they might be
able to go to University and what they could study when
they got there.
It was a wonderful day for everyone who attended and
Abermain students should be very proud of their wonderful
and respectful behaviour.

Stage 3 Teachers Electric Vehicle Training
In Week 8, Mr Checkley, Mr Power and Miss Schroder went to the
University of Newcastle after school one day to learn how to
make simple electric vehicles. This was a fun evening where we
got to have a hands-on turn at building, testing and rebuilding
electric vehicles to try and make one that stayed on the track and
went really quickly.
Mr Power and Mr Checkley were very keen to make a design that
went very fast and used lots of batteries to try this! However, this
created too much power for the motor to handle, so we had to
make small changes and keep testing until it worked. As a team,
we brainstormed ideas and solutions until we developed the
fastest car made that evening.
We attended this training because next term
Stage Three students will be also using the
design process to develop electric vehicles and
will learn about different forms of energy. We
are really excited to work on this awesome STEM
project next .

ABERMAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL—Safe, Respectful Learners

Issue 10—Term 2 2018

5/6S Snortlepig Artworks
This term 5/6S have been exploring different visual texts that explore the ways
humans can impact the natural environment. After reading the story Uno’s Garden
by Graeme Base, we created these artworks on a character called a Snortlepig. At
the beginning of the story you can see the Snortlepig on every page, but by the
end you can’t see it at all.
We created the artworks using oil pastels and worked on developing skills to blend
the different colours. After completing the snortlepigs together, each student
created their own background using ideas from the story and their own
imagination.
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NAIDOC WEEK
“Because of Her, We Can”
NAIDOC Week celebrations are held across Australia each July to
celebrate the history, culture and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.
This year’s theme for NAIDOC is ‘Because of Her, We Can’ which is about recognising and
celebrating the significant roles women play in our community. So we would just like to add a thank
you to all the women in our Abermain Public School Community, from the staff, parents/carers,
grandparents, aunties and friends, you all play an important role in the lives of our students.
To begin our NAIDOC celebrations, last Monday a small group of Stage 3 students attended a special
NAIDOC Assembly at Cessnock High School. Justin and Lillie-Rose did a lovely job at speaking as
representatives of Abermain Public School.
Throughout the week students have been involved in different lessons and activities within their
classrooms that showcase the strong history and rich culture of Aboriginal Australian’s.
Students from our Aboriginal Education Group have shared some of their learning and knowledge
with classes across the school. They have shared information about traditional bush foods and
medicines, Aboriginal art and symbols, Aboriginal tools and artefacts, as well as their experiences
from their excursion to Baiame Cave.
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NAIDOC WEEK cont’d

On Wednesday night a Corroboree was held at Cessnock
High School with a group of students who dance at our
school each week with Neville Marr. They performed
several dances along with many other students from
across the Cessnock area. Well done to those students
who performed, it was a wonderful showcase of your
learning and progress.
On Friday afternoon (6/7/18) we will close our NAIDOC
Week with some traditional games which will be led by
Aunty Kerrie and a group of students from Cessnock High
School. Following this, at 2:30pm, Neville and our Cultural
Dance Group will perform for the whole school on our
back field. Please feel free to come and watch this special
performance.

There are also many activities being held across the Cessnock LGA throughout the month of July.
A copy of the full program and activities can be found on the following website
http://www.cessnock.nsw.gov.au/community/events-ceremonies/naidoc
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Our annual school Athletics Carnival was held last Thursday 29th June, 2018. Each and
every participant did a fantastic job and should be very proud of their efforts. A very big thank you to
our parent helpers on the day. Thanks also to the staff for all of their efforts during the day.
The infants had a wonderful time with the Sports In Schools Australia staff working through the two
tabloid rotations. It was great to see so many infants participating at the Athletics Carnival. Everyone
demonstrated outstanding sportsmanship throughout the day, cheering on their peers and also fellow
house mates. Well done!
House points and Age Champions will be announced soon. The Junior Boys Shot Put will be held here
at school and all information will be announced early next term, along with Zone participants receiving
their notes. Zone Athletics Carnival is Week 2, Friday 3rd August, 2018 at Turner Park, Cessnock.

Coles Vouchers
A very big thank you to our whole community for collecting
around 65 770 Coles vouchers for our school!!!
We have ordered some very exciting sports gear for our
sports shed and cannot wait for it to arrive!

PSSA TOUCH
On Tuesday 26th June, our students came up against Kurri Kurri Public School in our first ever PSSA
Touch competition match. Despite trying our hardest, we came up short and lost the match but we
learnt a lot from the experience. The school is looking to invest in some new PSSA gear as well to
ensure that we look fierce for the next competition.
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NAIDOC WEEK
CULTURAL DANCE GROUP
Friday 6th July, 2018
2.30pm on back fields at Abermain Public School.
All welcome to attend.

The nationally consistent approach to data collection provides all Australian schools, education authorities
and the community with a clear picture of the number of students receiving adjustments because of
disability in schools, and the adjustments they are provided to enable them to participate in education on
the same basis as other students.
The information collected by schools for the purposes of the 2018 national data collection will ultimately be
provided to the Department.
The Department, on behalf of the Joint Working Group, will use information from the national data
collection for the purposes of preparing reports for and briefing the Australian Education Senior Officials
Committee and the Education Council in relation to the national data collection.
Any questions parents/carers or schools have about the completion of the 2018 national data collection may
be directed to the relevant education authority contact listed in the Contacts page of the Guidelines
(docs.education.gov.au/node/50091) on the Department’s website or the Contacts page of the national
professional learning website (www.schooldisabilitydatapl.edu.au/other-pages/contact-us) developed by
Education Services Australia.
COLLECTION OF DATA WILL HAPPEN WEEK 1, TERM 3
More information will be sent home with students at a later date
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EARLY LEAVERS
Parents/Carers are reminded to visit the school office to sign their children out early before the
end of the school day. Office staff will then contact the relevant class to request students to
come up to the office. Parents/Carers are encouraged to advise their child's teacher or the office
staff at the start of the school day if they require their child to be picked up at a particular time
so that the student can be reminded to come up to the office at that time. To avoid delays,
parents/carers are asked not to come during lunch and recess as they will be asked to wait until
students return to class.
Please note: only parents/carers and those listed on the emergency contact list will be allowed to
collect students early. If you would like someone who is not listed as your child's emergency contact
to collect your child, please contact the school to advise the name of this person.

2019 KINDERGARTEN ENROLMENTS
Families wishing to enrol their child in Kindergarten in 2019 are asked to contact the school now to register
their interest. 2019 Kindergarten Orientation will commence in Term 4, 2018. Information regarding
Orientation will be sent to all registered families at the beginning of Term 4.

Out of Zone Enrolment
If you are seeking an out of zone enrolment for your child, please contact the school for an “application for
non-local application” form. This form will need to be completed and submitted back to our school by
Monday 27th August, 2018. All out of zone applications will be reviewed by a non-local placement panel in
consultation with the Principal and parents/carers will be informed of the success of their application by 1 st
September, 2018.
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HEAD LICE
Head lice are only found on the human head and
often congregate on the crown of the head, so that is
not until you reach these last sections of hair that you
find adult lice. However, heads that are severely
infected will have lice everywhere. Head lice do not
live on furniture, hats, bedding, carpet or anywhere
else in the environment. If you find any eggs or lice,
please commence treatment. It is also recommended
to repeat treatment every 5-6 days for the next
couple of weeks to ensure all eggs have been
removed.
Further information on head lice is also available on
the NSW Health website at:
http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/publichealth/
environment/headlice/treatment.asp
or through the Department’s website at:
http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/studentssupport/
studenthealth/conditions/head lice/index.php

PARENT PICK UP POINT

A reminder to all parents/carers
to wait on the DOTS area to pick
their children up from the
“Parent Pick Up Point” at the
end of the school day. We ask
parents/carers to please not
wait outside classrooms and to
only come through the front
office entry if you are signing
your child out early.
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A reminder that the Pie Drive
orders will be ready to collect
Friday 6th July, 2018 at 12.00pm
from the school hall.

The next P&C Meeting will be
held on Monday 13th August, 2018
beginning at 5.00pm.
All welcome to attend.

Cessnock Police
OPERATION RIDA

Report Illegal Dirt Bike Activity
The use of unregistered motor cycles in Cessnock
area has been a long-term issue
affecting residents. Police are now targeting illegal
motor cycle use with the introduction of Operation
RIDA - Report Illegal Dirt Bike Activity.
Police often receive calls regarding unregistered
motor cycles however by the time police arrive the
bikes and riders are gone. As part of Operation
RIDA police are asking members of the
community to be their eyes and ears in relation to this
issue.
Police need your help and are asking members of
the community to notify police about these riders
and where they live. There are members of the
community who are being forced to endure the
ordeal of having neighbours that come and go at all
hours of the day and night on these unregistered
motor cycles - it has to stop.
Police ask that if you have information you can
remain anonymous and report all information to
Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000
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D
A

GENERAL


Friday 6th July, 2018 -

Last day of Term 2
Cultural Dance Group performance - 2.30pm
Pie Drive orders to be collected (after 12pm)



Monday 23rd July, 2018 -

Term 3 Staff Development Day



Tuesday 24th July, 2018 -

Students return to school for Term 3

F



Friday 3rd August, 2018 -

Zone Athletics Carnival

O



Friday 3rd August to
Friday 21st September, 2018 -

Clever Kids - Every FRIDAY - 1.30-3.00pm



Monday 6th August, 2018 -

Education Week Assembly - 1:00-2:00pm

Y



Monday 13th August, 2018 -

P&C Meeting, 5.00pm

O



Tuesday 31st July, 2018 -

Stage 3 & Early Stage 1 Public Speaking Finals
- at Kurri Kurri Primary School



Wednesday 1st August, 2018 -

Stage 1 & Stage 2 Public Speaking Finals
- at Kurri Kurri Primary School
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SCHOOL APP

SCHOOL WEBSITE
http://www.abermain-schools.nsw.edu.au

D

To download the school app visit the
Apple App store or Google Play store
And search for

A

Abermain Public School.

Abermain Public School

N

R

SCHOOL FACEBOOK PAGE

Log in using Username: community
Password: abermainps
COPIES OF NOTES CAN BE OBTAINED ON BOTH OUR SCHOOL APP AND SCHOOL WEBSITE.
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ADVERTISING

