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3rd March 

Aboriginal Cultural  Dancing 

begins 

 

6th March 

PSSA Cricket 

 

7th March 

Stage 3 Sydney Excursion 

 

13th March 

P&C Meeting—5.00pm 

 

27th March 

Assembly 

 

30th March 

Cross Country 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This issue:This issue:This issue:    

2017 Swimming Champions2017 Swimming Champions2017 Swimming Champions   

PSSA CricketPSSA CricketPSSA Cricket   

Stage 3 Sydney ExcursionStage 3 Sydney ExcursionStage 3 Sydney Excursion   

Year 1 Purple Pear Farm ExcursionYear 1 Purple Pear Farm ExcursionYear 1 Purple Pear Farm Excursion   

Aboriginal Cultural Dance GroupAboriginal Cultural Dance GroupAboriginal Cultural Dance Group   

Technology UpdateTechnology UpdateTechnology Update   

Administration of MedicineAdministration of MedicineAdministration of Medicine   

Kindergarten GardenKindergarten GardenKindergarten Garden   

Sherpa Kids Sherpa Kids Sherpa Kids ---   Child Care RebateChild Care RebateChild Care Rebate   

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2017 

SWIMMING CHAMPIONS 
Junior Girls—Shanaya B 

Junior Boys— Harrison F 

Senior Girls—Megan C 

Senior Boys—Travis H 
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PRINCIPALS REPORT 
 

 

This week’s newsletter contains important information about the operation of our school and       

parents/carers are encouraged to read it thoroughly and if possible, attend the P&C meeting on   

Monday 13th March at 5.00pm in the school library to provide further input to our community      

discussion.  
 

Our current school enrolment is 265 students based on 11 classrooms. This number represents our 

capacity with spaces now only available for students who are in our designated school intake zone. 

The Department of Education has placed a strong emphasis on students attending their local schools. 

There is a possibility that families may be in the situation of having one child in our school as           

non-local enrolment and wanting to enrol a sibling. Unfortunately, we can only accept students from 

our school intake zone at this point. If you are thinking of enrolling your child and wish to check your 

zoning please contact the office for confirmation. 
 

“Sherpa Kids”, before and after school care has commenced operating at our school. A detailed list 

of costing estimates has been included in this newsletter and will be on our website. Sherpa Kids 

have been very kind to also include a “drop off” after 8am for only $9.00. If you receive the Child 

Care Benefit (CCB) at 50% this reduces to $3.60 and a CCB of 100% will only cost $2.70. This is an   

excellent price to ensure the safety of your children prior to school starting at 8:45am.   Sherpa Kids 

will also be attending the P&C meeting on Monday to answer any questions.  Other points to be    

discussed at the P&C meeting will be; 

 * Opening time of the school gates as we have an increased number of students arriving      

    prior to 8:45am.  

 * Sale of products by the canteen prior to school 

 * Updated 2017 School Plan which outlines the future direction of the school for the next 12 

     months.  

Please join us to add your comments and thoughts. 
 

The Purple Pear Farm was a washout for our Year 1 students on Tuesday. Thank you to all the        

parents/carers  that were able to assist with supplying dry clothing upon the students return.  
 

NAPLAN 2017 will involve all students in Year 3 and Year 5. NAPLAN will be held in Week 3, Term 2,  

9th-11th May, 2017. If you have any questions about NAPLAN please contact Mrs Bower. 
 

The school has a wonderful feel to it as I walk around the classrooms. Kindergarten students have 

been working for the full day and all other classes are very settled and focused on their learning. 

Congratulations to all staff and families for making our school a wonderful place to be each day. 
 

Ian Lamph 
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STAGE 3 

 

Next Tuesday, 7th March, 5/6M and 5/6D are going on an excursion to Sydney. This is an    

exciting opportunity for students to experience first-hand knowledge related to their       

projects. 

5/6 M has shown interest in learning about the deep ocean and that is how their 'Mystery 

Waters: “The World Below” project was born. Students will enjoy a day at the Sydney 

Aquarium, where they will see the world's largest collection of Australian aquatic animals on 

display. What better way to compliment their project!  

5/6D are interested in learning about Asian cultures and pop-up market stalls. To support 

their learning students will enjoy a day at the Japanese Foundation where they will partake 

in a traditional ceremony, wear traditional clothing and join in a calligraphy class.  A walk 

through Chinatown including Paddy’s Markets will follow and if time permits, the Chinese 

Gardens. It’s a rich learning opportunity and provides an insight into Australia’s multicultural 

communities. 

Notice to Stage 3 Parents and Carers: Kurri Kurri High School OPEN NIGHT CANCELLATION 

Due to unforeseen circumstances the Open Night Transition Information Session planned for 

the 9th of March has been postponed. KKHS are rescheduling the event for Term 2 and will 

advise the new date once arrangements have been made. Stay tuned for more information. 

ABORIGINAL CULTURAL DANCE GROUP 

 

We are excited to announce that Aboriginal Cultural Dancing is starting back up this Friday 

3rd March, 2017 from 2.15 – 3.00pm in the hall. Joey Griffiths from Cessnock High School 

will be running the dance group again. It is open to all Stage 2 and Stage 3 students and we 

have had an overwhelming response from the children.  

UPDATES TO STUDENT CONTACT  DETAILS AND GENERAL  PERMISSION LETTERS HAVE 

BEEN SENT HOME TO PARENTS/CARERS.  PLEASE RETURN TO THE SCHOOL AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE  TO ENSURE THAT ALL STUDENT DETAILS ARE UP TO DATE. 
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE 

 

Classes across the school are beginning lessons with an aim to improve technology-based 
learning outcomes, including the skills and confidence of our students when using      
computers. Students have opportunities to participate in activities using updated       
hardware, including Code Club which runs each Thursday and Friday at lunch for students 
in Years 3-6. Many students are well on the way to understanding how to build code       
sequences that result in characters performing actions in a computer game. 
 

PSSA CRICKET 

 

Well done to the Stage 2 and 3 boys who tried out for the cricket team. 

Our first game is against Kurri Kurri Public School on Monday 6th March. 

Thank you to Mr Power and Miss Gyler’s dad who have been volunteering their time to 
help us get ready. 
 

KINDGERGARTEN GARDEN 

 

Kindergarten have been hard at work in the garden! They have planted seeds and 

continued to watch them grow over the last few weeks. There are some tiny         

seedlings starting to pop up! 

We can't wait to see our flowers appear! 
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ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION AT SCHOOL 

In general, schools do not administer medication to any student which has not been             

specifically requested by a medical practitioner for a specific condition.  When a student        

requires prescribed medication to be administered during the school day, parents/carers are 

responsible for: 

*   Completing a “Request for Support at School of a Student’s Health Condition” form for 

 daily medication, or an “Intermittent or Emergency Medication” form. Both these forms 

 are available from the school office and must be returned to the school office prior to 

 commencement of medication administration. 

*    Ensuring information is updated if it changes 

*   Supplying the medication for administration in a timely way and in its original container 

 or Webster pack with the students prescribed dose attached.  

Please note:  For the safety of all students, medication must be supplied to the school office 

in person by a responsible adult. Students are not to carry medications to or from the 

school. 

 In some cases medical practitioners may request students to take “over the counter”         

medication that does not require a prescription. NSW Health advises that this does not mean 

that the medication is not potentially harmful and that schools should follow the same       

procedures for such medications as for “prescribed medications”. 
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PURPLE PEAR FARM  
 

On Tuesday the 28th of February, all of Year 1 travelled by bus to the Purple Pear Farm at 

Anambah. We arrived and met with Farmer Kate and Farmer Mark and they told us about the 

working farm and what was in store for the day. The Year 1 children were able to interact with 

the geese, ducks and chickens, watch the pigs being fed and explore the gardens full of        

vegetables. Just after lunch the rain started and we took shelter in a small classroom on the 

farm. We read stories, played games and hoped the rain would pass. We did have to return to 

school before we got to explore all the farm had to offer, however Farmer Kate and Farmer 

Mark were thrilled with the rain. No purple pears were found on the day.  

Here are some photos of the morning on the farm! 
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SAFE, RESPECTFUL LEARNERS 

SCHOOL APP 

The school app is available to the whole community 
To download the school app visit the Apple App store or Google Play store                  

and search for Abermain Public School. 

Log in using    -   Username: community       Password: abermainps 


