
 

 WE E K 

3 
TE RM 2  

2016  

NEWSLETTERNEWSLETTER  
   

 

      ABERMAIN PUBLIC SCHOOL 
        Principal:  Mr Ian Lamph 
                           Ph: 4930 4210    

         Email: abermain-p.school@det.nsw.edu.au 
                                                      

 

SAFESAFE  
RESPECTFULRESPECTFUL  

LEARNERSLEARNERS  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DATES FOR YOUR   
CALENDARCALENDAR  
 
16th May 
Assembly—(Athletics Carnival 
Awards) 
 
18th May 
Cyber Safety at School and 
Home 
 
19th May 
Zone Cross Country 
 
20th May 
K-2 Fire Brigade Visit 
 
24th May 
PSSA Soccer Knockout 
Competition 
 
26th May 
Public Speaking Finals 
 
30th May 
Stage 1 Tocal Farm Visit 
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 STAR STRUCK 
Congratulations to the wonderful 16      

students who are beginning to work  

really hard for the upcoming shows.    

On Monday we had our first rehearsal 

and they did an amazing job. It was a 

pleasure to take such well-behaved and 

respectful students out of the school. 

Keep up the great work girls! 

Tickets for Star Struck are now available 

to purchase from the Newcastle         

Entertainment Centre.  Our girls will be 

located at the front of the stage, in the 

middle for their dance. So when         

purchasing tickets keep that in mind. 
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PRINCIPALS REPORT 
 

Congratulations to all of the students who have completed the NAPLAN testing this week. It was inspiring to 

see the students ‘Doing their best’. Well done to you all! 
 
Mother’s Day celebrations last week were very successful. We had a large number of mothers attend the 

afternoon tea and joining the children for fun on the fields. I hope all the mums got spoilt last Sunday. 
 
This week the staff have been presenting Community Workshops for the parents/carers to learn about 

teaching strategies and what is happening in each classroom. This is an activity that will continue each Term 

during Week 3. I encourage parents/carers to attend these sessions to assist with the development of each 

student in our school. If you missed these sessions please contact the class teacher and arrange a time to 

meet with them. 
  
On Wednesday 25th May, 2016 between 2:30pm—3:30pm, I will be hosting “Coffee and Chat” on the grass 

area outside the Stage 3 classrooms. This is an opportunity for community members to provide feedback to 

our school. I am happy to hear positive and negative comments about our school. Through this                

communication we can focus on making our school a better place for everyone. So come along and have a 

free coffee or cool drink and chat with staff. 
 
The Annual School Report has been posted on the school website. This report is an account of the schools 

progress throughout 2015 and the next steps provide direction for 2016. I encourage all parents/carers to 

have a read. 
 
The school is offering a fantastic program called “Interrelate”.  This program explores the development of 

the child’s body as they grow and mature into young men and ladies. The “Interrelate” program is a great 

way to start the conversation about puberty and how our body changes. I encourage Stage 2 and Stage 3 

parents/carers to consider enrolling in this program. More information is contained in this newsletter. 
 
This week I have spoken to all classes about the respect of school property. Unfortunately, there are times 

when students do not respect the schools property and it becomes damaged as a result of their                

inappropriate actions. I have indicated to the students that the cost of the repair and/or replacement of 

these damaged items may not be covered entirely by the school. I may pass a cost onto the parents/carers 

and students if required. If you have any concerns or questions about the schools approach to improved 

respect please contact the Principal. 

 

Ian Lamph 
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SPORT 

ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

Congratulations to all children who participated at our School Athletics Carnival held last Friday 6th May. 

Age Champions 

Juvenile Girls: Chelsea D    Juvenile Boys: Angus S 

Junior Girls: Jazlyn L    Junior Boys: Mitchell B 

Senior Girls: Breanna B/Amitee C   Senior Boys: Nicholas T 

Winning House: Edgeworth 

 

PSSA SOCCER 

On Tuesday 24th May, 2016 Abermain Boys Soccer Team will play Pelaw Main in our round of the State 
PSSA Knockout Competition.  The game is to start at 9.30am at  Abermain Soccer Fields, Orange Street. 

Unfortunately we were not able to form a Girls team due to lack of numbers. 

Good luck boys! 

 

 

LIBRARY 

Stage 1 students will have the opportunity to attend an author talk with Ursula Dubosarsky on Thursday 

26th May in our school library. Students will be entertained by this award winning author, and have the 

opportunity to purchase a book and have it signed by Ursula on the day. A price and title list will be 

available shortly if this is something you are interested in. 

We would like to thank Branxton Preschool who donated a book, “My Mummy has Cancer” by Lyndsey 

Clark, to our school library. This is a special book written by Lyndsey who was suffering from terminal 

cancer and wanted a picture book to share with her daughter. This book will be available to borrow 

from the library in coming weeks and is one of the books from our collection that deal with big issues in 

a sensitive manner for children. If you have any requests for books to be added to our collection please 

don’t hesitate to talk with Miss Craig. 

There have been some questions regarding Book Club and when it should be returned to school. We no 

longer stamp the Book Club due date,  due to time restraints and now books are all the same, so there is 

ease of ordering. Book Club orders will now be placed in Week 3 and Week 8 of each term. Orders can 

be placed online through ‘LOOP’ or you can order from the catalogue and return the order form and 

money to the front office by Tuesday of these weeks. Orders will be placed on a Thursday and no late 

orders will be accepted. 
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DIGITAL DAY OUT 

Year 6 recently visited the University of Newcastle for a ‘Digital Day Out’. Thank you to the parents/

carers and grandparents who came along and joined in the fun; it was a great day. We had a tour 

through the      university, enjoyed an inspiring speech from a Doctor of Mathematics, and used the lat-

est in low-cost device technology for all ages to explore computing and how to program. 

“The Digital Day Out was the best experience of my life … we got to play with Eddison, a technological 

car-type robot that you can program to follow your commands” - Zack.H 

“The uni was so big! There were at least 30 different buildings in the uni. It was like a community. There 

was even Subway and restaurants, it was awesome!” - Brayden. G 

“I enjoyed using the Makey-Makey. It is a device with a pad that has alligator clips; you clip one end to 

the Makey-Makey and the other end to something you can touch. We used the Ipad to play games with 

it.” - Amity. R 

 

“STORIES” 

Our last week 

of Stories will 

be next Friday 

20th May, 2016 
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SENSORY PLAY SPACE 

Keen eyes may have noticed a few new additions to the playground. 

The Sensory Play Space is still a work in progress at the moment, but has been created for all students to 

have some fun and explore different senses in a creative way. This was created using a grant from     

Cessnock City Council and was built to be a fun place for students to use either at lunch or as a time out 

space. 

We have ball runs, a range of succulent plants, a music wall, whisper phone and have a few additional 

things still to add, including a braille alphabet wall, magnets and Lego. Things will change and be 

adapted with use, so keep an eye on things. 

A massive thank you to all the parents and Mr Emerson who have helped in making this a reality, your 

help is very much appreciated. 

 

REMINDER TO ALL STUDENTS 

STARTING YEAR 7 AT CESSNOCK 

HIGH SCHOOL THAT ELECTIVE 

CHOICES NEED TO BE RETURNED 
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EARLY STAGE 1 

This term Early Stage One are 

doing a unit called “Healthy 

Choices”.  Students are       

learning about what our bodies 

need to be healthy.  They are 

beginning to explore options 

for healthy eating and to    

identify healthy and unhealthy 

foods.  Students will take part 

in different types of physical 

activities and will begin to    

develop an  understanding of 

the  importance of being active 

and an awareness of how 

physical activity affects their 

body.  They will describe ways 

they can refuel their body, 

such as eating, resting and   

relaxing. 

CLEVER KIDS 

“Clever Kids will kick off from Week 6 this term.  Children who are enrolled to start Kindergarten at   

Abermain Public School are encouraged to come along with their families each Friday afternoon from         

1.00-3.00pm for fun and interactive sessions to prepare them for school.  This exciting program is cost 

free and supports children as they transition to school with lots of strategies for parents as well.  Please 

contact the school as soon as possible to register your interest. 

 

 

 

 

INTERRELATE 

As we had a lot of  interest shown in 

“Interrelate” the event will definitely be going 

ahead.  If you have already paid your deposit 

the balance will need to be paid by 10th June, 

2016. To any other families who wish to 

attend and haven’t paid if you could also pay 

$30 by this date. 
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LITERACY AND NUMERACY K-2 

 

We have had an amazing start back to the 

year across Early Stage 1 (Kindergarten) - 

Stage 1 (Years 1-2) with students already    

involved in a number of targeted literacy and 

numeracy programs and teaching. All           

students in Stage 1 have now had a “literacy 

and numeracy  check-in” - a quick  snapshot 

assessment to determine how students have 

progressed post-holidays.  

 

This information is being sent home to        

parents/carers in an effort  to strengthen our 

partnership in promoting literacy and           

numeracy skills. We have been very pleased 

and excited to hear many students already 

coming back to school having worked on the 

skill areas as suggested in the information 

sent home and we thank parents for their 

support. Teachers are also using this             

information to refine teaching to meet the 

needs of each individual student.  

 

We encourage parents/carers to discuss your 

child’s progress with their teacher or Melinda 

Stokes (Instructional Leader). 
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SAFE, RESPECTFUL LEARNERS 

SCHOOL APP 

The school app is available to the whole community 

To download the school app visit the Apple App store or Google Play store                  

and search for Abermain Public School. 

Log in using    -   Username: community       Password: abermainps 


